
Examine the view that gender inequalities are a major obstacle to development. [15 marks]

Introduction
Gender inequality exists in many countries an societies around the world and varies in its severity. Many of the 
more developed countries have lower levels of gender inequality.

What is development
Development is about more than just the amount of money (GDP) a country earns, or by the amount per person 
(GDP/capita).
The HDI (Human Development Index) looks at educational enrollment for boys & girls combined. This is a 
commonly used measure for development.
The Millennium Development Goal 3 is entirely about gender equality in education and its importance in future 
economic development for countries. MDG 1 aims to increase women’s equality in the workplace both in terms 
of the level of employment and the type of work that they undertake.
In these senses gender equality plays a large role in the level of development in a country.

Major obstacle to development
In countries where there is significant inequality for women there is usually an economic impact.
When women are excluded from the workforce it represents underused resources. In pure economic terms it 
represents factors of production that are not being used. This leads to lower output by the country and subse-
quently lost income.
Less workers also leads to less income through taxation for the government which restricts their ability to invest 
in infrastructure, health & education which would fuel further growth.
If women are excluded from stages of education it again restricts them from the workplace, or it makes them less 
skilled which hampers the output of the economy.
Innovation is a key driver of economic growth and women can play an equal role in new ideas if they are allowed 
the chance of education and are listened to in the workplace.
Gender inequalities in the political systems of countries can lead to a more narrow political focus and lack of 
support from many of the population.
Gender inequality and expected female roles as housekeepers often leads to higher birth rates which places a fi-
nancial drain on families  High birth rates lead to high youthful populations which require government spending 
on education and health services.

Conclusion
Gender inequality in many senses is a lack of development in itself, but it also severely impacts on the economic 
capacity of the country which in turn restricts further development.
Many of the schemes that focus on increasing development in countries start with reducing gender inequalities.
In these senses gender inequality is a major obstacle to development.




